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Abstract:[]

The category of Zakat administrators (al-‘amilina ‘alayha) constitutes one of the
eight essential recipients of Zakat as specified in the Qur’an. Its implementation within
the European context presents numerous methodological and practical challenges. This
study addresses three primary issues: first, the considerable disparity in the
percentages allocated by Islamic charitable organizations (ranging from 8% to 35%);
second, the ambiguity surrounding the contemporary definition of “Zakat workers” and
whether it legitimately encompasses all administrative and operational expenses related
to Zakat management—such as research, media, marketing, and staff remuneration;
and third, the complex question of whether Zakat funds may be merged with other
charitable donations when determining the portion designated for administrators.

Employing a jurisprudential and analytical methodology, the research concludes that the
most suitable approach is to adopt a hybrid model combining a fixed salary with a
variable percentage, while strictly adhering to the Shariah upper limit of one-eighth
(12.5%). It further emphasizes the necessity of maintaining complete financial
segregation between Zakat funds and other sources of income, thereby preserving the
sanctity of Zakat and safeguarding the rights of its rightful beneficiaries. The study also
recommends strengthening mechanisms of transparency and accountability, developing
a unified Shariah and financial governance framework for Islamic organizations in
Europe, and establishing a central supervisory authority to oversee and periodically
evaluate institutional performance.

In conclusion, the research asserts that achieving a balanced integration between
Shariah authenticity and administrative flexibility, supported by conceptual and
regulatory clarity, is essential for reinforcing public trust in institutional Zakat
management and ensuring the realization of its objectives within European societies
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